
Commonwealth of Australia 

Notice of revocation of exemption under section 158(3) of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) 

(1) I, Greg Hunt, Minister for the Environment, acting under section 158(3) of the 
EPBC Act and section 33(3) of the Interpretation Act, hereby revoke the prior 
exemption granted for persons acting in accordance with the National Plan to 
Combat Pollution of the Sea by Oil and Other Noxious and Hazardous Substances 
with effect from the date of this notice. 

(2) In this notice: 

EPBC Act means the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (Cth). 

Interpretation Act means the Acts Interpretation Act 1901 (Cth). 

prior exemption means the exemption from the application of Part 3 of the EPBC 
Act granted under section 158(3) of the EPBC Act on 28 August 2000, a copy of 
which forms Attachment A to this notice. 



Attachment A: Prior exemption 

Commonwealth of Australia 

Notice of Exemption under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

J, Robert Murray HIU, under ssl 58(3) of the Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act /999, in the national interest exempt action or actions 
undertaken by persons acting in accordance with National Plan to Combat Pollution 
of the Sea by Oil and Other Noxious and Hazardous Substances from all the 

provisions of Part 3 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 

/999. This exemption remains in force until such time that it is withdrawn. 

atUI Il ({. 
Minister for tbe Environment and 

Heritage 

Dated this __________ ..1_2_-_"-_ day of August 2000 

Statement 01 Reasons 

The primary aim of the National Plan is to protect the marine environment from 
poUution by oil and other noxious and hazardous substances. The priorities for a 
response to an emergency include the protection of babitats rare and endangered flora 
and fauna and cultural resources. In acting on these prioritjes, agencies operating 
under the National Plan implicitly will be minimi ing the impact of oil pollution on 
those matters protected by Part 3 of the Environment Protection and Biodiver. ily 
Conservation Act 1999. Action taken under the Plan has an adequate policy and legal 
basis for the protection of the environment. 

In addition to the measures to prolect the environment included in the policy and 
operatjonal procedures for the National PLan, an Environmental and Scientific 
Coordinator has been appointed to advise on the environmental effects of spills 
including the environmental priorities and preferred response method taking into 
account the significance, sensitivity and likely success of the clean up operations. 

It is in the national interest to allow the rapid and unimpeded response to pollution 
incidents in accordance with the National Plan to maximise the chances of containing 
pollution and minimising the threat to the environment. 

Pollution clean up operations that are taken contrary to the National Plan remain 

within the jurisdiction of the EPBC Act. 


